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Christmas Day

December 25, 2022

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Advent Wreath

Psalm 40: Wait for the Lord

The Christ Candle

A Christmas Package brass & percussion

arr. Wesley Hanson

Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

Nathan and Bethany Slusher
Ellie, Gideon, Cyrus, Justus
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Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
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Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart!
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* Please rise in body and/or in spirit.



Marvelous Light
1st time ALL sing lower line.
2nd time MEN/BOYS sing lower line.

WOMEN/GIRLS sing upper line.

Steve Hindalong
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You are the Life.
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of the world.

Lead us out___

of dark-
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Call to worship

©2000 # 332344

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 9:2,6

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shone....

For to us a child is born,
to us asonis given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Elder Jim Visser



* Hark! the Herald Angels Sing Trinity Hymnal 203

* Good Christian Men, Rejoice Trinity Hymnal 207

* Invocation

GOD CALLS US TO RENEWAL

Call to confession Isaiah 35:1-4

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

Prayer of confession followed by a time of silent confession



Declaration of Forgiveness Luke 4:16-22

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of

the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where
it was written,

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well of him and marveled
at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this
Joseph's son?”

Church bags are available in the foyer.

* It Came upon the Midnight Clear Trinity Hymnal 200



GOD’S WORD GIVEN TO US
* Scripture reading Jonah 3:10-4:11

¥10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of
the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

“1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to the LORD
and said, “O LoRb, is not this what | said when | was yet in my country? That is why |
made haste to flee to Tarshish; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow
to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. * Therefore now,
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” * And the
LoRrD said, “Do you do well to be angry?”

> Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself
there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city.

® Now the LoRD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might
be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly
glad because of the plant. " But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a
worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God appointed
a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was
faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

° But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, |
do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” ° And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for
which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and
perished in a night. * And should not | pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also
much cattle?”

Reader: The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God!

* Prayer



Sermon The Gift of Grace Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

The Gift of Grace

Grace for the Openly Rebellious

Grace for the Outwardly Religious

Grace Beyond Our Reason

Receiving Grace

Resting

Activating

Further discussion/questions? andrewvandermaas@christchurchgr.org
Sermons are available online at www.christchurchgr.org



DEDICATING OURSELVES TO GOD

*Once in Royal David’s City Trinity Hymnal 225

*Joy to the World! The Lord is Come  Trinity Hymnal 195

Prayers of the People

Give online at christchurchgr.org or by texting (616) 208-2820.

Offertory God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen brass & percussion arr. Dana Everson
God rest you merry, gentlemen, From God our heav'nly Father,
let nothing you dismay, a blessed angel came;
remember Christ our Savior and unto certain shepherds
was born on Christmas day, brought tidings of the same:
to save us all from Satan's pow'r how that in Bethlehem was born
when we were gone astray; the son of God by name.
0 tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, "Fear not, then," said the angel,
0 tidings of comfort and joy. "let nothing you affright;

this day is born a Savior

of a pure virgin bright,

to free all those who trust in him
from Satan's pow'r and might."

* Gloria Patri Trinity Hymnal 734

Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.

Kids and All: You are invited to come forward
to play the bells and wave the flags as we sing our closing Amen song.

* Benediction



*Amen!

traditional spiritual
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Worship musicians Cover art

Linda Bokma-deJong, song leader
Richard Mason, song leader & guitar

Roger Gray, Quinn Klamer,

Wes Klamer, Jacob Lahman,

Zoe Vander Maas, trumpet
Rebecca Klamer,

Kendra Mosher, French horn

Linus Guerra, baritone

Jon Deur, Judah Guerra, trombone

Kevin Kurgat, Evan Mosher, tuba
Janelle Stutzman, piano

David Bading, organ

Rebekah LaPlaca,

Jude Snyder, percussion

Lia Gelder, Leah Gritter, handbells
Susan Guerra, director

Brandon and Katie Blakeslee

Reader: Beth Kusserow

Advent Wreath Readings:

adapted from “The Christ Candle” by
Théa Rosenburg, © 2015 Deeply Rooted
Magazine
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CHRIST

CHURCH

2500 Breton Rd SE, Grand Rapids, M1 49546 « 616-949-9630
www.christchurchgr.org « office@christchurchgr.org
Worship Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 11:15 am

office hours: Monday - Fridays 9:00-2:00pm

PRAYER REQUESTS: please submit by midnight Monday to prayer@christchurchgr.org
ANNOUNCEMENTS: please submit by midnight Wednesday to announcements@christchurchgr.org

STAFF
Debbie Bukovietski

Director of Children’s Ministry

Jerry & Nina Gortmaker
Visitation Coordinators

Susan Guerra
Director of Music & Arts

Grace Hendrian
Administrative Assistant

Mark Jurries
Bookkeeper

Greg Meibeyer
Operations Director

Ben Seneker
Pastor of Gracehill Church

Andrew VanderMaas
Lead Pastor

Morgan VanderMaas
Youth Discipleship Coordinator

Jim Visser
Executive Director

Kimberly Visser
Office & Communications Manager

FOLD MINISTRY: Elders *, Deacons®, Fold Facilators™ with fold zip codes

Bryan Burke*

Jacob Lahmann*

David Tenney*

Dora Lindgren~

Bethany Slusher~

49301, 49306, 49319, 49321,
49333, 49341, 49404,49503,
49504, 49505, 49525

Dan Churchwell*
Bob LaFleur*
Joel Klamer*
Greg Stawicki*
Cheryl LaFleur~
Karen Kooistra™
49506, 49507

David deJong*
Jerry Stutzman*
Chad Mosher™*
Paul Wilhelm*
Amanda Wilhelm~
49302, 49331, 49546

Dick Friedrich*

John Streefkerk*

Randy Bosma*

Jason Harley*

Mim Gustafson~

Loggy Laugginger~
Donna Friedrich~
49315,49316, 49323,49348,
49506, 49508, 49512

Jerry Gortmaker*
Shinji Yasugi*

Jon Eldersveld*
Rob LaPlaca*
Deanna Meibeyer~
Alda Walton™
49418, 49423, 49426,
49428, 49464, 49509,
49519, 49548





